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Editorial Ramblings

This Newsletter reaches you in the middle of an exciting and busy autumn schedule. 

Nicoline Kraamwinkel and Katie Clemmow have been taking part with me in Kingston’s 
“Enjoying Later Life Festival” this month, with eight concerts in nursing homes and day centres 
wedged into the last three days of the festival week and a further three a few days later.  Murray 
House in Kingston Town also invited us to celebrate two special events, their own Arts and Crafts 
Exhibition hosting work from care settings around the borough, and Black History Month for 
which we devised a programme including arrangements of African American songs and spirituals. 

Music Matters is thriving in the beautiful setting of the Chapel at  Whitgift House, and this term 
several of our musicians are also giving concerts for Whitgift House residents during the Tuesday 
afternoons of their evening lecture-recitals. Danielle Perrett was a big hit recently  with her harp 
recital “Music for 47 Strings”. Gala Night is 18 November - see details below. 

Benslow Music Trust in Hitchin has now given Everyone Matters the opportunity to run two 
residential courses for amateur musicians, in December 2013 and September 2014. As you can see 
in the article below, we are already on excellent terms with four Hitchin care homes. Bassoonist 
Jean Burrows has attended both courses, and has recently helped me set up our new blog 
passporttomusic.wordpress.com where you can read articles and see photos about a range of 
recent projects. We now plan a third course at Benslow over the weekend 9 - 11 October 2015. 

The Elm Singers invited Stone Road Single Reeds to share their concert platform in May in order 
to raise funds for Everyone Matters with performers on stage ranging in age from 13 to 85. The 
Single Reeds performed arrangements of Humperdinck’s Overture “Hansel and Gretel”, some 
Benny Goodman and Gershwin numbers and a G&S medley  from “Pinafore”, and our guests from 
the Band of the Grenadier Guards joined me to perform Mozart’s extraordinary  Adagio K.411 for 
two clarinets and three basset horns. The evening was generously hosted by St Mary’s Shortlands, 
and by serendipity has led to a new relationship with St Barnabas Beckenham.

Thanks to the support of our Friends we have over the past  few months been able to answer a 
number of requests for projects over and above our fundraising bids to grant-making bodies. You 
can read about several of these projects in the pages that follow, including National Care Homes 
Day at Coloma Court Nursing Home in West Wickham and our new project “Changing Times” at 
Priory School for secondary age pupils with severe learning difficulties. 

We continue to receive a steady stream of requests for return visits from the long list of nursing 
homes and day centres that we try  to visit regularly, most especially  in Croydon, Bromley and 
Kingston where our musicians have established long-standing relationships over two and a half 
decades. This summer we were especially  delighted to receive a new invitation to perform for the 
“Holiday at Home” initiative hosted at Christ Church Purley; it was a privilege to meet John and 
Carolyn Trood who organise several days of events, supervising transport, meals and entertainment 
for a large group of older people, many of them housebound, who are no longer able to get away to 
resorts and who look forward to their “holiday at home” as a real summer highlight.   

Margaret Archibald, October 2014
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Sharing Music in the Wider Community
Everyone Matters at Benslow Music Trust

Margaret Archibald has been coaching at Benslow for more than thirty-five years. Here she 
describes her most recent course at this musical “home-from-home”:

Benslow Music in Hitchin is a centre for amateur musicians where courses are tutored by 
professionals and are offered in a wide range of genres. Students can enjoy full board or attend on a 
daily basis.

The Everyone Matters course 
is a new initiative at Benslow, 
piloted in December 2013 and 
offered this September for the 
second t ime. Both courses 
followed the model of several 
projects that I had devised in the 
p a s t  f o r g r o u p s o f y o u n g 
musicians to rehearse and perform 
alongside professionals for older 
people in their local communities. 
I initially devised the project for 
the London Mozart Players in 
Southampton, Holbeach, Dartford 
and Croydon, and more recently 
have continued to develop it  for 

Everyone Matters including our major project performing for older people in Bromley in 
association with Bromley Youth Music Trust and supported by the National Lottery  through the Big 
Lottery Fund. The recent initiative at Benslow is a first for Everyone Matters in offering the 
project to adult amateur musicians, and a first for Benslow in running a course dedicated to 
rehearsing and performing a programme of music especially for care homes in the local community.  

The course at Benslow, September 2014:

On Sunday evening 14 September I met a group of six amateur musicians in the cosy  bar at 
Benslow Music at the start of a three-night residential course.  Our objective was to prepare and 
perform a programme of music suitable for older people in local care homes. Some of the musicians 
were meeting one another for the very first time while several others had previously attended the 
pilot course in December. The line-up was heavily biased in favour of wind, but several of the 
players were ready  to multi-task, doubling flute with violin, clarinet with bass clarinet, bassoon with 
keyboard, folk fiddle with percussion. 

Our first evening was spent playing through a huge pile of music in order to begin to choose 
suitable pieces for a concert programme of some 45 minutes that would include a wide range of 
short items to suit all tastes. All day Monday was spent rehearsing, exploring more music, choosing 
different groupings, ensuring a varied choice of styles, timbres and moods, and generally  working 
towards the point where Monday evening could be dedicated to a “dress” rehearsal. There was just 
time on Tuesday morning to top and tail, check intonation and ensure that all equipment was ready 
before heading off in shared cars for the first concert venue. The generous Benslow catering, not  to 
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mention hospitality at each of the concert venues, 
certainly helped maintain energy levels right through to 
Wednesday tea time when we packed up all our gear and 
made ready to depart, exhausted but happy, after the 
fourth and final concert. 

We gave concerts at four care homes in all, starting at 
Elmside Methodist Home where the Activity 
Coordinators Isla and Lesley were both on hand to help 
us set up in the coffee bar area, and to scour the building 
for a chair or stool without arms so that Jean could sling 
her bassoon at an appropriate playing angle without 
getting her instrument tangled up in the arm rests. We 
had quite a lot of equipment to set up and we used the 
space in front of the coffee counter, just managing to 
squeeze in our music stands between two pillars. There 
were upwards of 20 people seated ready  to be audience, 
and quite a few others listened from around the large 
coffee bar area, perhaps an audience of 30 or so in all. 
There were lots of smiles as our programme unfolded, and one Irish gentleman not only sang The 
Salley Gardens with Heather’s fiddle solo but later, after Davina played a piece written for Larry 
Adler, shared a lively  conversation with her about his own past harmonica playing. Several of the 
audience took the trouble to seek us out after the performance to chat about the music and to say 
how much they had enjoyed the programme, and we were delighted at the enthusiasm with which 
nearly everyone took part using a range of Latin-American percussion in our final massed 
performance of “Tico Tico”.

As our Hitchin “tour” unfolded we met with 
wonderful welcomes everywhere. At 
Highbury Rise much interest was shown in 
the instruments, including by a gentleman 
who recognised the bassoon, and another 
lady  who was fascinated by the harmonica. 
It was inspiring to be able to see the 
beautiful garden, newly landscaped 
especially for the needs of people with 
dementia, many of whom are also 
wheelchair users, and we were lucky enough 
to be visiting on a gloriously sunny 
afternoon to enjoy it. On our morning at 
Symonds House Leonard Cheshi re 
Disability we were greeted like old friends, 

and we were touched that a lady  for whom speech was clearly difficult  spoke up on behalf of all the 
residents to say “we’ve had a lovely time!”. Our last concert was at Benslow Nursing Home, just a 
stone’s throw from Benslow Music; at one end of the living room a table was groaning with cakes, a 
bake-off that raised a grand total of £206 for Macmillan Cancer Relief.

Watch out for details of our next Benslow course, this time at a weekend. It will run from 
suppertime on Friday 9 October to teatime on Sunday 11 October 2015. We welcome new 
applications from amateur musicians on any instrument or voice.
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National Care Homes Day

Friday 20 June was National Care Homes Day. Coloma Court Care Home was celebrating in style, 
kicking off in the morning with a junior school art group sharing its enthusiasm for painting with 
like-minded residents. Meanwhile, a few miles away at Bishop Justus C of E School, Katie, 
Christopher and I were starting an intensive morning of rehearsals with a group of wind players and 

singers from year 9. We used the morning to 
the full with some ten or a dozen items to 
rehearse. 

Our programme featured several songs from 
the shows...

... interspersed with music as diverse as a 
Handel "Ouverture" from the Fitzwilliam 
Museum,  the theme tune from "Titanic" and a 
selection of old English jigs and reels.

Joy  Corbett,  Activities Organiser  at Coloma Court, had been in touch with Everyone Matters 
months in advance, to request a return visit by young musicians from Bishop  Justus School 
following our previous visit there during our project  "Conversation Pieces - words and music 
uniting young and old" that had been supported by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery 
Fund. It is always good to make new friends, but even better to revisit old ones, and we 
were greeted in the upstairs room by a most welcoming audience on this return visit.

"The national care home open day concert which was on Friday  20th June was an enormous 
success!" wrote Joy afterwards. "The combination of the professional musicians from Everyone 
Matters and the students from Bishop Justus 
school worked beautifully. The variety  of the 
pieces played and the high calibre of all the 
musicians created a highly enjoyable concert."

Katie conducts English jigs and reels...

"Our residents were amazed by the talents of 
all concerned and had a thoroughly marvellous 
time listening to them all," Joy continued. 
"The room was packed to capacity  and many 
positive comments were made afterwards by 
our residents. Comments such as; 'how good it 
was to see the two generations playing so well 
together', 'how lovely that they came here and gave their time for us', 'I wish I had learnt to play  like 
that' and 'will they come again, I really loved it'. These were just a few of the comments said, there 
were many others! I would just like to finish by sincerely  thanking both the students from Bishop 
Justus for taking the time to practice and play for us and special thanks to Margaret  for all the time 
and effort  she puts into these events as without her professionalism and dedication to giving back to 
others this concert would not have happened!"
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This was the third time that musicians from Everyone Matters had visited Bishop Justus to 
work alongside different groups of young musicians in order to perform at local care homes and day 
centres, and this young group of year 9 students worked hard to rise to the challenge of putting  a 
programme together quickly. They  entered with good humour into the spirit of working efficiently 
with a group of unknown professionals pushing hard to get the results that they  wanted, and as the 
morning turned into afternoon one or two players seemed to think that lunch would never come!  
Nonetheless it  was impressive to see the way the more secure players gave support to their friends 
whose instrumental skills were less advanced, and the programme gradually  pulled together. Before 

we knew it the rehearsal time was up, we were packing 
music, piling music stands ready for the minibus, and double-
checking that none of the percussion was left behind.  
Afterwards Gemma Sheppard, the Subject Leader for Music, 
wrote "Friday's workshop was another fantastic experience 
for a different group of our students from Bishop Justus.  
They  got so much out of rehearsing with the pro players and 
it was brilliant the level of detail Margaret went into.  It 
really pushed some of our top end students.  The performance 
itself was very gratefully received by the residents of Coloma 
and it is so worthwhile for students to perform in the 
community. It is so brilliant that we have been able to work 
with Everyone Matters for a third time and create such a 
top quality, well thought out performance together.”

The climax of the concert, and an item that had been given 
great attention during the rehearsal, was the three movement 
"Toy" Symphony, long considered to have been the work of 
Haydn but now believed to have been written by  Mozart's 

father Leopold, himself a professional violinist and composer as well as an incredibly proud dad. 
We were performing an arrangement created especially  for the assembled forces, and our young 
lady  vocalists entered into the spirit of the occasion by agreeing to share the percussion honours 
on warbling canary (rescued from a Christmas cracker), rattle (taken from an old pram set) and 
triangle (from the Bishop  Justus percussion trolley). Christopher excelled on toy drum, forming an 
excellent trumpet and drum team with Alex, and Emma gave the whole ensemble a firmly rhythmic 
and characterful bass line from her trombone.

Year 9 Brass players take the 

lead in Leopold Mozart's "Toy" 

Symphony while Christopher, 

our professional horn player, 

forsakes his instrument for the 

toy drum.
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Changing Times

Julia Desbruslais and Margaret Archibald revisited Priory School in June for a day of 
celebration workshops marking the move to brand new premises:
 
“We worked all day in the splendid dance and drama studio, complete with raked seating and 
sprung floor. We felt honoured to be invited to return in order to mark the start of the school’s move 
to such a wonderfully designed building. Our two previous visits, in 2012 during Arts Week for a 
short concert based on our project “Mood Music” and in 2013 for our two-part “Pageant of Dance”, 
had targeted the post-16 students and on this festive occasion it was good to work with a succession 
of small groups across the age range. We laid out percussion instruments in four corners of the 
room, hiding them under large red curtains and identifying each mysterious heap with a different 
coloured hoop. As each short workshop session unfolded we explored a succession of short  pieces 
of music, presented in contrasting pairs and each demanding a different type of percussion 
accompaniment from instruments revealed in turn as each curtain was whisked away and the 
instruments handed out to the students. We like to work with small groups in short intensive bursts 
of activity and the fast pace of the workshops seemed to sweep everyone along.” 

 Croydon Disabled Christian Fellowship 

Croydon Disabled Christian Fellowship once again opened their September Coffee Concert 
to the Friends of Everyone Matters. This year’s concert was given by Margaret Archibald 
with Jonathan Duke at the piano and Everon Quartey captured a few moments on camera: 
! ! ! ! !
What note did I play!...

                                
         ...that seems to have gone ok!

Helping us

We are very grateful to the following for supporting our recent and current projects:
the Lucille Graham Charitable Trust; the Red Socks Charitable Trust; the Royal Borough of 
Kingston upon Thames; the Concertina Charitable Trust; the Roger Raymond Charitable Trust; the 
Good Luck Charitable Trust; and our many Friends - thank you to you all! 
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 How you can help 
“Please come again!” “When are you coming back?” “Would love similar event soon.” “...much 
appreciated and has huge therapeutic benefit.” “All expectations met with delight.” ~

~ If you feel that  you would like to set up a standing order, or simply make a one-off donation 
towards a project of your choosing, then please send Margaret Archibald an email on 
margaret@everyone-matters.co.uk or ring 020 8464 1645; it will be very good to hear from you.

 Gift Aid
Everyone Matters is now registered for Gift Aid and HMRC has already made payments 
backdated to our launch as a charity. We have done our best  to make good use of your generous 
donations and this extra help enables us to make the money go even further.

 Recycling 
Don’t forget that Everyone Matters has signed up for ... 

! ! To recycle your items for free and raise funds for this great cause simply click on this link: 
Recycle 4 Everyone Matters.

Please send your old inkjet cartridges and mobile phones to us, or ask us for a recycling envelope. 

Dates for your Diary 

Music Matters in The Chapel at Whitgift House
Lecture-recitals for music lovers and concertgoers 7 for 7.30 - 9.30p.m.
Whitgift House, 76, Brighton Road, South Croydon, CR2 6AB
Tuesday 21 October   
Violinist David Angel: Their sounds in my ears - the violinists I grew up with!
Tuesday 4 November
Recorder consort: Charlotte Bartley and friends from the Guildhall School of Music & Drama
Tuesday 18 November Gala Night
...details see below
Tuesday 2 December
Violinist David Juritz: Chaconnes and Caprices  
Tuesday 16 December
Duo partners Maya Magub and mystery guest 

£10 per evening 

Music Matters Gala Night - Tuesday 18 November at 7 for 7.30p.m.
A string quartet of Nicoline Kraamwinkel, Martin Smith, Chian Lim and Julia Desbruslais join 
clarinettist Margaret Archibald in a discussion and full performance of Mozart’s sublime Clarinet 
Quintet in A, K.581. 

Special ticket price £20
An interval bar will serve refreshments including Viennese wine chosen for us by The Wine 
Society. 
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Music, Mulled Wine and Mince Pies - Tuesday 9 December at 7 for 7.30p.m.
This ever-popular Christmas concert welcomes Nicoline Kraamwinkel as guest  violinist. Featuring 
Julia’s delicious home-made mince pies and Margaret’s dangerously laced mulled wine, the party 
will take place as usual at 21, Stone Road, Bromley, BR2 9AX. Do join us us if you can, and let us 
know if you would like to invite a friend. We hope to see a crowded room for another happy and 
convivial evening. If you would like to make a donation to Everyone Matters on the night you 
can be assured that your funds will enable us to fulfil our aim to make every successful funding bid 
reach even more of its target audience than our original promise to each of the charitable trusts, 
local authority grants committees and public bodies that support our work.

People
Patron          The trustees
Howard Shelley, OBE        Rebecca Bartley 
          Janet Eggleden
          Joy Lawrence 
          Peter Smith
Everyone Matters is delighted to welcome May Maqsood as a new trustee on the board.

Associates    Music Therapy Advisor
Margaret Kesterton   Stephen Haylett
Ann Morisy
Rob Archibald    Photography
     John Gordon
Artist
John Martin is working on a major collection of portraits under the project title “A Brush with 
Music”. He has completed paintings of our colleagues Sebastian Comberti and Maya Magub, has 
painted several studies from a rehearsal of the Hanover Band, and has recently spent time with a 
rock group at DSI Studios in Tottenham. We hope eventually to present the collection at a London 
exhibition, launched with music to match, so please watch this space!

Artistic Director         
Margaret Archibald

Contact us
Everyone Matters
        

21, Stone Road, 
Bromley, Kent, 
BR2 9AX

Enquiries to:
Margaret Archibald
Tel: 020 8464 1645
Mob: 07970 123105
Email: margaret@everyone-matters.co.uk
Website:www.everyone-matters.co.uk
Twitter: @EM_Charity

Everyone Matters: a company limited by guarantee No. 7450130; Registered Charity No. 1143445
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